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Study of inventory and estimation of the nutritional value of the
available forage resources for small ruminants in the western region of

o
Libya.
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Abstract
The study was conducted at the Agricultural Research Center by the Animal Nutrition Team of the

Animal Production Department with the aim of inventorying the available fodder resources for small
ruminants in the Western Region and estimating their nutritional value. Study sites and collecting fodder
samples from all sites identified within the scope of the study. After that, the forage resources were
divided and classified according to the type and nature of the forage.

The results of the chemical analysis of the collected fodder samples showed that they contain varying
nutritional value that varies according to the type of feed. Some of them were rich in protein, such as
alfalfa turnip (Safflower) 17%, which comes at the forefront of feed in terms of its high nutritional value,
while some of them are poor in protein. Or the nutritional value in general, such as barley straw 2.5 and
others.

The study also showed that there are other feed sources that have not yet entered the list of official feed
materials, which are agricultural residues known as (non-traditional feed) due to their low nutritional
value and high percentage of indigestible fibers in them because they contain lignin. The intrusion of this
part of the fodder into the scope of the study is its wide availability locally and the cheapness of its price,
especially with the scarcity and high prices of other fodders so that they are good fodder alternatives.
Choosing this type of study, which is to inventory the available forage resources and assess their
nutritional value at this time and with low capabilities, is a positive thing for the results we obtained from
this study.

Key words: nutritional value - feed materials - rough fodder.
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